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21st-Century Enlightenment
New Perspectives on the Eighteenth-Century
March 16-7, University of California, Berkeley

Friday, Mar. 16 
Heyns Room, Faculty Club

9.45 am

Welcome and Opening Remarks

10.00 am – noon
Session I

Chair: Martin Jay (History, UCB)
John Bender (English and Comparative Literature, Stanford)

“Reason and Rational Choice: Enlightenment Theory & Modern Analytic”
Dorothea von Mücke (Columbia)

“Where Nature Gives the Rule to Art: History, Chance and the Order of Nature in the Discourse on Originality and Genius.”

Noon – 2.00 pm
Lunch

2.00 – 4.00 pm
Session II
Chair: Carla Hesse (History, UCB)
Keith Baker (History, Stanford)

On: Enlightenment and Revolution
Susan Maslan (French, UCB)

“Trouble in Paradise: Human Rights and Biopolitics from Zizek to Diderot.”

4.15 – 6.15 pm
Session III
Chair: Tom Laqueur (History, UCB)

Jessica Riskin (History, Stanford)

“The Divine Optician”

Jonathan Sheehan (History, Michigan) and Dror Wahrman (History, Indiana)

“Between the Mechanical and the Miraculous: Enlightenment and its Orders”
6.30 – 7.30 pm
Public Reception

Saturday, Mar. 17
Heyns Room, Faculty Club
10.00 am – noon 
Session I

Chair: Niklaus Largier (German, UCB)
Richard Wittman (Art History, UCSB)

“Architecture, Space, and the Image of Unity”

Ian Duncan (English, UCB)

“‘Dirt Good Store’: National Character or National Culture”

Noon – 2.00 pm
Lunch

2.00 – 4.00 pm
Session II

Chair: Susan Maslan (French, UCB)
David Bates (Rhetoric, UCB)

“Emergent States”

Carla Hesse (History, UCB)

“Reading in Extremis:  Revolutionaries Respond to Rousseau”

4.30 – 6.00 pm
Session III

Chair: David Bates (Rhetoric, UCB)

Sankar Muthu (Political Science, Princeton)

“Globalization and Enlightenment Thought: Historical Debates, Contemporary Dilemmas”

Pheng Cheah (Rhetoric, UCB)

A Response to Sankar Muthu on Globalization

