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“21st-Century Enlightenment”
March 16-7, University of California, Berkeley

List of Presenters
Keith Baker is J.E. Wallace Sterling Professor in the Humanities and Professor, Department of History, at Stanford University, where he is also currently Jean-Paul Gimon Director, France-Stanford Center for Interdisciplinary Studies. Major publications include:  Condorcet: From Natural Philosophy to Social Mathematics (Chicago, 1975; Fr tr. 1988), Inventing the French Revolution. Essays on French Political Culture in the Eighteenth Century (Cambridge University Press, 1990; Fr tr. 1993), and (with Peter Hans Reill) What’s Left of Enlightenment? A Postmodern Question, edited with an introduction (Stanford, 2001).

David Bates teaches European Intellectual History in the Department of Rhetoric at the University of California, Berkeley, where he is Associate Professor. He is the author of Enlightenment Aberrations: Error and Revolution in France (Cornell, 2002), as well as essays in twentieth-century legal and political theory. His current work revolves around the history of epistemological insight in the rationalist tradition, and the idea of constitutional violence in the era of the modern state.
John Bender is Jean G. and Morris M. Doyle Professor in Interdisciplinary Studies at Stanford University, in the Departments of English and Comparative Literature. He is Director of the Stanford Humanities Center, holding concurrently, the Anthony P. Meier Family Professorship. He is author of Spenser and Literary Pictorialism (Princeton, 1972) and Imagining the Penitentiary: Fiction and the Architecture of Mind in Eighteenth Century England (Chicago, 1987), winner of the 1987 Gottschalk Prize for the best book on an 18th-century topic), and has co-edited several volumes:  with Simon Stern, Tom Jones (Oxford, 1996), with David Wellbery, The Ends of Rhetoric: History, Theory, Practice and Chronotypes: The Construction of Time (Stanford, 1990 and 1991), and with Michael Marrinan,  Regimes of Description: In the Archive of the Eighteenth Century (Stanford university Press, 2005)

Pheng Cheah is Associate Professor of Rhetoric at the University of California at Berkeley. His books include: Spectral Nationality: Passages of Freedom from Kant to Postcolonial Literatures of Liberation (Columbia, 2003) and Inhuman Conditions: On Cosmopolitanism and Human Rights (Harvard, 2006), as well as several edited volumes.
Ian Duncan is Professor and Chair of the English Department at the University of California, Berkeley. His new book, “Scott’s Shadow: The Novel in Romantic Edinburgh,” is currently in production at Princeton University Press. Recent publications include an anthology of eighteenth-century British travel writing, co-edited with Elizabeth Bohls (Oxford World’s Classics), and essays on various topics in the Scottish Enlightenment and Romanticism.  Future projects include a book called “Writing Darwin.”
Carla Hesse is Professor of History at the University of California, Berkeley. She is a member of the Editorial Board of  Representations and the author of Publishing and Cultural Politics in  Revolutionary Paris (California, 1991) and The Other Enlightenment: How French Women Became Modern (Princeton, 2001).

Susan Maslan is Associate Professor of French at the University of California, Berkeley. She works on early modern French literary and political history, and is currently at work on a book-length project called “The Literary Invention of Human Rights in France, 1640-1795.” Recent publications include Revolutionary Acts: Theater, Democracy, and the French Revolution (Johns Hopkins, 2005).

Sankar Muthu is Assistant Professor of Political Science at Princeton University. His interests include the history of political thought; international justice and global commerce; conquest, just war, slavery, and imperialism; and theories of universalism and pluralism in modern and contemporary political thought. He is the author of Enlightenment against Empire (Princeton, 2003) and essays in journals such as Social Research, Political Theory, and Constellations. He is the editor of, and contributor to, the forthcoming Empire and Modern Political Thought (Cambridge). He is currently writing a book entitled Globalization in the Age of Enlightenment: Commerce, Communication, and Crossing Borders.

Jessica Riskin teaches the History of Science at Stanford University, where she is Associate Professor in the Department of History. She is the author of Science in the Age of Sensibility: The Sentimental Empiricists of the French Enlightenment (Chicago, 2002), which won the American Historical Association’s J. Russell Major Prize for best book in English on any aspect of French history. She is currently writing a book on the idea of the animal-machine, its technological basis and expressions, and its ramifications in philosophy, physiology, culture and politics, from Descartes to Darwin.

Jonathan Sheehan is Associate Professor of History at the University of Michigan. His previous work has focused on the history of the Bible and religion in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries in northern Europe, and he recently published The Enlightenment Bible: Translation, Scholarship, Culture (Princeton, 2005). At present, he is at work on two projects, one on the new ordering systems of the Enlightenment (with Dror Wahrman), and the other on the intersection of Biblical scholarship, politics, and the nascent human sciences between 1580 and ca. 1715.
Dorothea von Mücke is Professor of Germanic Languages and Literatures at Columbia University. She is the author of The Seduction of the Occult and the Rise of the Fantastic Tale (Stanford, 2003), and Virtue and the Veil of Illusion: Generic Innovation and the Pedagogical Project in Eighteenth-Century Literature (Stanford, 1991). She has also edited with David Wellbery, et al.,  A New History of German Literature (Harvard, 2004), and with Veronica Kelly, Body and Text in the Eighteenth Century (Stanford, 1994). Currently, she is writing a book on Creativity and the Order of Nature: Authorship in the Arts and Sciences of the Eighteenth Century. A first installment of this new project, “Goethe’s Metamorphosis: Changing Forms in Nature, the Life Sciences, and Authorship,” has recently appeared in Representations 95 (Summer 2006), 27-53.
Dror Wahrman is Professor of History at Indiana University, Bloomington. A cultural historian of Western Europe in the transition from the pre-modern to the modern, he focuses especially on Britain. His publications include: The Making of the Modern Self (Yale, 2004); The Age of Cultural Revolutions: Britain and France, 1750-1820, edited with Colin Jones (California, 2002); and Imagining the Middle Class: The Political Representation of Class in Britain ca. 1780-1840 (Cambridge, 1995).

Richard Wittman is Assistant Professor of Art History at the University of California, Santa Barbara. He specializes in the cultural history of early modern and modern European architecture and town planning, with secondary interests in theory and the historiography of architecture. His first book is entitled Architecture, Print Culture, and the Public Sphere in Eighteenth-Century Paris and is forthcoming from Penn State University Press.

